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granted, directing him to enter the house backwards, and, with his
left hand, take the spell from above the door; which accordingly
ended the supernatural dance.—This tale was told less particularly
in former editions, and I have been censured for inaccuracy in doing
so.—A similar charm occurs in Huon de Bourdeaitx, and in the
ingenious Oriental tale, called the Caliph Vathek.
6 Notwithstanding his victory over the witch of Falsehope, Michael
Scott, like his predecessor, Merlin, fell at last a victim to female art.
His wife, or concubine, elicited from him the secret, that his art could
ward off any danger except the poisonous qualities of broth made of
the flesh of a breme sow. Such a mess she accordingly administered
to the wizard, who died in consequence of eating it; surviving,
however, long enough to put to death his treacherous confidante.'—
scott.
1. 145. Bildon Mils, near Melrose. * Michael Scott was, once
upon a time, much embarrassed by a spirit, for whom he was under
the necessity of finding constant employment. He commanded him
to build a cauld, or dam-head, across the Tweed at Kelso; it was
accomplished in one night, and still does honour to the infernal
architect. Michael next ordered, that Eildon hill, which was then a
uniform cone, should be divided into three. Another night was
sufficient to part its summit into the three picturesque peaks which it
now bears. At length the enchanter conquered this indefatigable
demon, by employing him in the hopeless and endless task of making
ropes out'of sea-sand/—scott.
1. 186. Tinquencnable lamp. Scott, in a note on 'eternal
lamps/ a favourite subject with writers on natural magic, quotes
the story about the magician Virgil's unfortunate attempt to renew his
life. See Thorns' ' Early English Prose Romances,' vol. ii. Virgilius.
1. 242. Deloraine, in terror. 'William of Deloraine might be
strengthened in this belief by the well-known story of the Cid Ruy
Diaz. When the body of that famous Christian champion was
sitting in state by the high altar of the cathedral church of Toledo,
where it remained for ten years, a certain malicious Jew attempted to
pull him by the beard; but he had no sooner touched the formidable
whiskers, than the corpse started up, and half unsheathed his sword.
The Israelite fled; and so permanent was the effect of Ms terror,
that he became Christian,—Heywootfs Hierarchie, p. 480, quoted
from Sebastian Cobarruvias Crozee?—scott,
1.353. The Baron's dwarf. See Editor's Introduction. 'The
idea of Lord Cranstoun's Goblin Page is taken from a being called

